





THE CYNICK. 


BY GROWLER GRUFF, ESQUIRE, 


AIDED BY A CONFEDERACY OF 
LETTERED DOGS. 








- x ee a —— ad 


“ We'll snarl, and bite, and play the dog,” 
“ For dogs are honest.” 
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Honesta quedam scelera successue facit.. SENECA. 


Honour in the breach is lodg’d, 

As wise philosophers have judg’d; 

Because a kick in that part, moie 

Hurts honour, than deep wounds before. Hun. 

ForerGNers have wondered, that a nation so large 
as ours, should exist under such slight tics of governe 
ment, and that an opulent people, should be content to 
be all little people ; not troubling their heads with ambi- 
tious visions, nor their hearts with sordid desires. Lhave 
been astonished at the same thing, and have more than 
once broke my mind on this topick to the huge watch 
dog Gruff. But he, with colossal logick, has always 
beaten down the breast works of my arguments, and 
exploded my eloquence with a Catonian dignity; so, that 
Shad given up my point and determined never to touch 
Ki 
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him on this subje *t again: not that I was at all convin- 
.ced, of the propriety of Gruff’s philosophy, for 1 always 
kept that line of our keen predecessor Pope, at the end 
of my tongue, who says, 


“ Some are, and must be, greater than the rest.”’ 


Now, as he was one of the most noble and liberal of our 
snarling tribe, and one whose arguments carried much 
weight, I sought this maxim of his as my constant text, 
from which foundation I have projected many airy and 
beautiful structures, but which Gruff, in the true spirit 
of Vandalism, always took good means to overset, and 
‘leave not a wreck behind ;” so that I have been com- 
pelled, like a conquered prize-fighter, to yield to the 
victor, at least in his presence. Though I have often had 
skirmishes with less skillful combatants, on some of 
Which occasions, I in my turn have shouted Victoria ; 
and I was determined if Gruff ever took up the cestus 
against any other champion on this subject, to be the 
recorder of the combat, and with his permission to lay it 
before the publick—to which he readily assented; for 
he, like his cousin, Sam Johnson, (whom he somewhat 
resembles), is so confident of his prowess, that he feels 
assured of the conquest, though he had for his antago- 
nist Tom Paine, the Devil, or Jack Randolph himself. 
A few mornings since, as I strolled through the streets, 
meditating on the curs, mongrels, and degraded part of 
the canine family, as they lounged on ’Change and in the 
shambles in Taylor’s shops and ladies’ dressing rooms, 
and any where else where a good fire or the warmth of the 
_ sun attracted them, my attention was roused by the well 
known eloquence of Gruff, whose deep-toned morality 
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bears so strong an analogy to his sonorous voice, that 
they can never be mistaken, nor can such an assemblage 
be hoped to be met with again in one and the same per- 
sonage. I immediately made towards the group which 
consisted of a learned doctor, a lawyer, and a number of 
respectable mercenary dealers, yclept merchants. “ Sir,” 
said a tall thin merchant with a sharp visage, “we are a 
degraded people; we shall be undone under our present 
existing policy ; our national character is destroyed, and 
the most respectable and wealthy citizens are hourly 
falling to decay under this vile governmental epidemick ; 
our trade is restrained, and who is the cause? our 
houses are breaking and our ships burnt, and where are 
We to look for redress ? The merchants who are the most 
respectable and most honourable men among us, are 
curtailed of their rights as citizens.” 

Gruff, during the commencement of this harangue, 
preserved a contemptuous silence ; but at the conclud- 
ing sentence, the muscles of his mouth began to evi- 
dence much irritation, and raising his eyes on the 
alarmed orator with a truly satanick grin, exclaimed, 
“ Fudge”—the orator was somewhat discomfited—and 
the company received this with’ a mingled murmur of 
applause and regret. Mr. Gruff, said the lawyer, placing 
his spectacles on his nose, I feel confident that you will 
agree with me, that our governmest offers no promo- 
tion to men of talents, and no succour to the latent seeds 
of a virtuous and honourable ambition—we have no line 
of demarkation—we are assimilated with the people— 
with the herd, sir—a situation at which refinement and 
delicacy hold the nose. To what purpose, is it, sir, 
that my father was a respectable man, when I see the 
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child of a day stand side by side with me on the honour- 
_ able and ancient demesne of my ancestor3. ‘To what 
purpose is it that men should be great in a country 
where your speculator, your trader, and even the usu- 
rer, gall the kibe of the statesman and the courtier—O ! 
it is a most vile profanation of character—do not the 
Funguses who made hats for myself and my father— 
whose very talents were concentrated in a knowledge of 
castors, beavers and musk rats, intrude themselves into 
our assembly rooms, and even look down with con- 
tempt on ancient and respectable houses? because they 
keep a brighter equipage—does not that fribbling cox- 
comb, the heir of Dolly Twist, the mantua maker and 
milliner, ape all the fancies, manners and graces of the 
great ?—and dares to talk of delicacy and honour and 
refinement with the best of us?—has not Shaft risen 
into reputation from the downright cowardice of so- 
ciety ?—he who has neither wit, sense, nor good nature— 
and whose solitary merit lies in firing a pistol—and 
whose honours consist in the death and wounds inflicted 
on his unfortunate victims—yet this man is more as- 
sured of his honours than any among us; for no one 
dares gainsay him, or he only adds to the heap he 
is already in possession of—for every man he kills, is 
equal to a generation of honourable descent. Now, sir, 
T would have some distinction held up; some honour- 
able separation from these ephemera of fortune and in- 
significance—some badge—some depictment of great- 
ness—in other countries it has been accomplished, and 
it must be here, What honours would you have? 
asked Gruff, what distinctions? do you wish for titles, 
civick wreaths, or the honours of heraldry? do you not 
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know that the free representation of our people and our 
form of government forbid your hopes? and in honest 
men should shame such wishes—and whence are we 
to derive the honours of heraldry? there were many 
of our grandsires who were not able to spell their family 
names, and to whom an English motto would have been 
Hebrew—and as for coats, sir, either with or without 
arms—many would have been found who were very 
scant of this article—and whence is the antiquity you 
boast of? how many years by critical computation, does 
it require, for a man to quit his chrysalis of infamy, and 
acquire the butterfly state of a gentleman? and when he 
has arrived at this honourable state of existence, how 
many years will it require hefore he can compute his 
antiquity, and look down with contempt and indigna- 
tion on the worms from which he recently sprang? 
and pray, sir, what is this antiquity of family in a coun- 
try which has scarcely been two centuries settled? I am 
afraid, in most instances, in attempting to trace our 
pedigrees, we should get enveloped so thickly with the 
mists of time, that I much question if we should be able 
to determine whether we ever had any ancestry. I have 
ever believed, that the most splendid armorial bearings 
a man could either wear or leave behind him, were il- 
justrious actions—for here truth and virtue would be 
his supporters—-the hearts of a grateful people his 
escutcheon—and his motto, “ the prayers of a virtuous 
posterity.’ ‘This is the glorious heraldry of a free and 
dignified people. But shew me the manner in which 
‘you would raise this dignified structure—whence would 
you date its foundation? at this moment, a little broker, 
impatient for the opportunity, and determined to say 
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something, exclaimed—I can prove logically and unde- 
‘niably, that such @ regulation as this gentleman, (point- 
ing to the lawyer) has before stated, is absolutely requi- 
site—are We not 4 préat nation, sir? a great nation is a 
great people—and great people are great men—and 
great men in other countries have distinctions—there- 
fore it is plain we should have distinctions—if money 
will not make us respectable, and purchase distinctions 
and office, what am I the better of an accumulated for. 
tune? and if the risques I have run, of losing thousands 
by loans, discounts ayd ventures are to meet with no 
honourable return from my country, why have I la- 
boured for her? Sir, said Gruff, with a sneer, you should 
be distinguished for your services, and I give you my 
voice, that you should immediately be presented with a 
shield, on which shall be described, a monkey seated 
on a money bag. But, sir, said he, turning to the law- 
yer, substantiate this vision of glory which haunts you— 
in what practical manner would you carry it into effect ? 
where would you raise your patent office, and by what 
ingenuity would you supply with designs that unfortu- 
nate race, Whose ancestors neither wore coats nor arms ? 
. by what meane do you contemplate to induct into their 
vulgar veins, the blood of nobility’? now, sir, I think the 
best and most ingenious method would be to decree, 
that every man who had become unwieldly rich, should 
be allowed to wear a badge, indicating the tmethod by 
_ which he acquired his fortune—as, for instance, a baker 
might be allowed to display a loaf of bread, with two 
barrels for supporters, and his motto yeast-—thereby 
intimating his rise“a hatter, a beaver skin, with two 
ats anda blotke+a Merchant, his supporters, twe sugar 
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hogsheads or bales, with the display of a ship, with the 
motto of cent per cent—a lawyer, a calf’s head couchant, 
with a tongue rampant—motto, gab, gab, gab—a doctor, 
by two clyster pipes crossed, a pill box in the centre, 
and his supporters two syringes—and for his motto, 
EXCITEMENT—a parson, the devil couchant, pendant 
a money bag, motto, thus we thrive !—this, sir, would 
be a proper heraldry, and it might be made still more 
useful, by carrying it a little furtixer—making the sym- 
bols to extend to the particulars by which money had 
been gained—but this, 1am afraid, would be an unpo- 
pular system—done, it is well—but how done, might not 
be so well—or what do you think of representing men 
by some animal emblematick of their qualities—this 
might be a less disagreeable and dangerous system than 
the former; and there is scarely any shadow of human 
character that might not find a type in the animal 
kingdom ; lions, dogs, monkies, apes, hogs, cats and 
rats, would portray in the most lively colours, the dis- 
positions of men. I remember a spruce little beau of 
this city, who some time ago, set up an equipage, and 
applied to his coach maker to furnish him with insignia, 
but the man not being much skilled in the art of sym- 
bolick representation, declared, he knew not whet ar- 
morial bearings belonged to his. family—however, the 
needy beau declared he must furnish him with a coat of 
arms, to add to the lustre of his equipage—the man de- 
clared his ignorance again and again, knowing no more 
of heraldry than our beau did of his grandfather—how- 
ever, upon repeated solicitations, and threats to return 
the carriage, unless it should be decorated with the 
pageantry of knighthood, he consented to put something 
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or other on the coach, and painted a pig thereon—whe- 
ther the imagination was conjured up by the appearance 
of his customer, from his qualities or disposition, or 
whether it was the fortuitous but fortunate production 
of the coachmaker’s brain, I do not know—but the beau’s 
friends, one and all, declared it extremely appropriate— 
and the rumour caused by the appearance of the little 
curly tail’d pig, acquired our beau much more fame— 
and purchased him more notice, than all the acts of his 
life put together: Thus, gentlemen, you see, a man’s 
effigy may sometimes purchase him more respect than 
the man himself. 

Gruff’s opponents seemed completely discomfited by 
this mode of argument—and the merchant and broker 
tribe, exhibited a mingled show of disgust and viru- 
lence—the doctor fidgeted, gnawed his cane, and walked 
away—while the lawyer occupied himself in wiping his 
spectacles—not so the vulgar tribe that had collected 
round the orators—they shouted and laughed, and 
hailed Gruff, as the man worthy their country—they re- 
garded him with the same respect the Egyptians had 
used to pay to Anubis—one declared him a mighty 
well spoken sort of being—another swore he was the 
sort that ought to have an office—while Gruff, collecting 
all the terrours of his countenance and dignity of his mo- 
tions, stalked away, regardless alike of their discomfi- 
ture and applause. Motossvs. 

= 
THEATRICAL. 


Natio comeda est. Juv. 


Biatuerum Bomspast & Co. have the honour to in- 
form the publick, and more particularly the managers of 
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the theatres throughout the continent, that they intend 
opening a histrionick school for the purpose of furnish- 
ing the theatres of America, with actors of all descrip- 
tions, who shall be perfect masters of gesticulation, arti- 
culation, emphasis, intonation, and all the bodily exerci- 
ses—and will be so completely formed, that they shall 
possess the wonderful faculty of reading and playing 
parts at sight with perfect eraphasis and good discretion ; 
having at command all the looks and tones of the proper 
passions ;—and they will likewise warrant that their pu- 
pils shall communicate through a whole house the pa- 
thos of the scene, so as to impress the hardest and most 
unfeeling spectator; and reduce even soldiers, fribbling 
gentlemen and lawyer’s clerks to the necessity of shed- 
ding tender drops of pity: this must forcibly strike the 
minds ofall managers as a mostdelightfuland admirable 
requisite, and absolutely necessary to give a proper 
stage eflect; and in order to facilitate the mode of ac- 
commodation of customers, they intend opening a ware- 
house where may be had, at the shortest notice, actors 
of all qualifications ; and for the further satisfaction of 
those who may honour them, they will havea small stage 
erected for the purpose of exhibiting the talents and va- 
rious powers of their pupils ; that they may see and hear 
before they purchase, as nothing can be further from their 
intention than to sell a “pig in a poke ;” they have on 
hand, at present, and ready to be disposed of, one Gar- 
rick, two Cookes, and fifty Coopers, seventy-five Woods, 
and Paines, &c. &c. in any number required; they have 
likewise several young gentlemen in formation, of the 
most promising qualifications, descended from excellent 
families, likewise a crop of young Rosciuses.—N.B. they 
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Jook much younger than they really are.—Messrs. B. B. 
& Co. dare not promise so much towards furnishing the 
stage with actresses: for the young misses of our clime 
are so extremely modest, that they find much difficulty 
in bringing them forward ; they have one, however, who 
in consequence of making a little faux pas, in the pro- 
motion of our country’s physical strength, comes forward 
with a more undaunted air, and promises to excel the sis- 
terhood. Theatrical advertisements will likewise be fur- 
nished at the shortest notice, written in the most gentle, 
sympathetick and soothing style ;—they also undertake 
to furnish theatrical criticisms, in the most lavish and 
artful style of puff: and to aid those theatrical gentle- 
men, who employ them, they will occasionally undertake 
to puff themselves, in order to ensure to their employers a 
more undoubted success. They assure those gentlemen 
who may apply to them, that the utmost secrecy and de- 
corum will be observed, and the greatest and most un- 
divided attention paid to each. In afew days the publick 
will be informed of their residence: it will be shortly 
fitted up, and as soon as they shall have “a local habita- 
tion and a name,” they will be ready to receive the pub- 
lick commands. 


Si on veut monter au ciel, 

Ll faut gw on soit nonpareil. 

Si on ait envie descendre atx enfers, 

Ii ne faut que tourner la tete, droit Venvers. 


Turs we affirm to be as good a text, as any that can 
employ the pen of a divine, and like the text of Parson 
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Adams, recorded in the letters of the younger Littleton, 
will suit any sermon whatever, and any sermon will suit 
it. What a field do we see for the powers and the logick 
of the church—how might they admonish us, that like 
the old fellow, who descended to the infernal regions, and 
was on the return, we sliould keep our backs stiffly 
turned to the devil, and by: a ruse de guerre, though 
against the military rules, dash all his hopes, by receiving 
his assaults behind. This would certainly be putting his 
majesty in the back ground, although, like the word; 
lucus, a grove, from non lucendo, we might be said to 
face him, because we did not. But here, the Doctors 
might find themselves in a dilemma, for the Devil, who 
is a considerable sophist, might prove that, like his 
worship Janus, the parson and his flock were a set of 
double-headed Dutchmen, or at least a set of double- 
faced fellows. But in such case an advantage would 
arise, which wouldperhaps overbalance the evil, and the 
rule laid down by the pious Young could be more hap- 
pily executed, that ! 
One eye on earth, the other ficed on Heav’n, 
Becomes a mortal and immortal man, 
| for then the reverend doctors would have two good 
peepers to look on high, and like Mac Sycophant, might 
_ zealously turn up the whites of their eens, whilst the 
best pair would be employed, to look after the filthy and 
wordly temporalities, and be employed in the acquisi- 
tion of “ saving knowledge ;” so that between the two, 
they would be too mucli employed to make a squeeze, 
and like the old woman and the mug, would not leave 
the Devil a drop. 


Here then, we begin to seg the admirable nature of 
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the text, for it might, in the first place be used as an ar- 
gument on the head of duplicity. This duplicity again, 
we may branch into two sections, an odious duplicity, in 
which the Devil would charge us with this crying sin ; 
and surely it would be a burning shame, if we should be 
so charged by a judge, whose experience and knowledge 
are so great on this head, that it would amount to an ab- 
solute conviction. This species then the text warns us 
against; but the other is a laudable duplicity, and which 
in spite of the Devil, we ought to exercise, and this 
teaches us to cheathim. Again, the provisions of this 
text will lead us into reflections upon the necessity of a 
well informed conscience; for if we are not properly in- 
structed in this respect, it will be a matter of extreme 
difficulty for us to discover, when we ought to use the 
one and avoid the other. One rule however is incontes- 
tibly established, that when it is most manifestly certain, 
that we can cheat the old fellow, we not only may and 
abe authorised to do it, but we are bound in conscience, 
and law to doit. For the Devil being hostis hutmani ge- 
neris, being an outlaw, from the time whereof the me- 
mory of man runneth not to the contrary, and having in- 
curred the penalties of premunire, &c. &c. &e. in the 
words and by the authority of the bench of judges, and 
being moreover, most piously and episcopally excommu- 
nicated by the reverend bench bishops, it behoves all 
liege subjects and humble christians to cheat, deceive and 
cajole him, as far as in them lies, to spit upon him, tread 
upon, and do any thing upon him, that may be for the ad- 
vancement of justice er the honour of the church. But it 
more particularly behoves them, on the authority of an- 
cient and respectable precedent, to assail him with his 
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own weapons of cheating and deceiving, and like the 
worshipful St. Dunstan, to take him by the nose, if prac- 
ticable, with a pair of red-hot tongs; but let any mo- 
dern St. Dunstan beware of his sneezing, for if he does, 
It is so loud, that all the hollow depth 
Of hell rebellows with a sneeze, 
and then the hardy adventurer might be most terribly 
blown up like an infernal machine. 

This short notice we trust will be sufficient to recom- 
mend the text to our brethren of the black gown, for 
whose benefit we have selected it from the works of an 
authour, in the possession of no human individual but 
ourselves ; and we beg our aforesaid brethren, that the 
next time they turn their barrel, they will write an essay 
en this text, and throw it into the mass. 


Mr. Gaurr, 

Considering the critical situation of our country, 
and observing that every bully on this and the other 
side of the water, is spitting in his hand and doubling 
his fist, or grasping his arms for contest, I thought I 
could not do a service of more importance to’ my coun- 
try, than t6 look about me, and see what method would 
be best adapted to ensure success in the bloody affray. 
I have scrutinized the military manewuvres of every na- 
tion, savage or civilized, and attentively weighed them 
together. I was particularly strack with the artifices of 
a warlike nation, inhabiting one portion of a rugged 
island, inthe Pacifick Ocean, by which they on sever 
_ ovcasions, completely discomfited their enemies. Being 
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of a numerical force, much inferior to their opponents, 
their crafty leader saw that stratagem alone could save 
them ; he therefore ordered all the heayy and leaden 
headed fellows in his camp, and who in the ordinary 
method, could scarcely stand erect, owing to the weight — 
of their arms and their nonces, to be singled from the 
ranks, and having selected several thousands from the 
mass, he ordered them to assemble every morning at 
sunrise, on a large plain, where his first care was to 
exercise them in turning somersets, until the weight of 
their heads brought them, like a Johnny jump-up, with 
their heels uppermost in battle array. He then attached 
to each of their feet, a huge tough bladder, filled with 
attenuated air, and supplied with two or three dozen 
pebbles, and on the outside of the bladders he had 
painted a horrible devil’s face, and in this plight, as 
the foremost ranks, they marched boldly on to battle. 
Their success, as was anticipated, was complete—for 
the enemy, supposing that their opponents had enlisted 
an army of devils in their pay, took to their heels, whilst 
the others took to their hands and heads, and turning 
one somerset after another, until they came up with the 
fugitives, laid hold of their heels, and throwing them on 
the ground, made sugh a rumpus with their bladders 
and pebbles, and their doubje heads, that three fourths 
of the enemy died purely of fright. ‘This stratagem, 
with some varieties they resorted to on several occa- 
sions, yntil they brokethe force of their opponents, after 
which they obtained, what was their great desire, an 
uninterrupted peace, ~ 

Now, sir, perhaps no nation on the earth is so wel} 
adapted to this mode of warfare, as ourselves; for it is 
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certain, we have more heavy headed fellows among us 
than any other. We are acknowledged by the cele- 
brated Burke, to be a very mercurial people, but this 
gives us no bouyancing of head, as the mercury has 
since his ume been completely deadened, and we have 
all its weight without any of its excitement. But the mis- 
fortune is, sir, that our heels are as heavy as our heads, 
of which the prodf is, that no nation has ever employed 
so large a number of dancing masters, and while in 
Paris, Vestris, with his violin, could set a thousand 
monkies to cavering like roasted peas, poor Quesnet, 
with all his scraping and fiddling, is delighted, if he can 
make one sluggard cut the pidgeon wing, or prevent him 
from hacking his floor to pieces, in a chasser or contre- 
temps. 

But although we cannot go all these lengths in turn- 
ing our Cesars upside down, we have the consolation of 
knowing, that the impossibility of the thing is an advan. _ 
tage to us; for if it were feasible, we might be led away 
from expedients of a more efficacious nature. If we 
knew ourselves, we have the advantage of any monarch 
or government that ever led an army to the field. Fre- 
derick the Great, with his death’s head and marrow bone 
regiment, could only boast of an artifice, the horrour of 
which wore off by degrees. Now, sir, my plan is, that 
we pick out from the mass of our male population, 
which heaven knows is ugly enough, the ugliest and 
most deformed men we can find, and such as, through a 
most egregious error, the LLacedemonians would have 
foolishly exposed: that we send them immediately to 
the field, and after a conquest, that they shall be order- 
ed to march immediately to the enemy’s country, and 
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frighten the women out of their wits, and so to operate 
upon the married ones, that they may send into the 
world only miserable and rickety bantlings. 

The finest corps that perhaps this or any other coun- 
try has ever seen, is now in complete readiness, and 
will no doubt shortly most patriotically offer their ser- 
vices to the president, which we trust will be most 
thankfully accepted. ‘The Philadelphia Troop of Hus- 
sars, we think is the ugliest set of men we have 
ever seen. They grin like devils, and they donner und 
blitz it with their mustaches and rapiers most terribly. 
With the renowned captain Schnaptz at their head, 
they rattle helter skelter like so many terrible cossacks 
through our streets, carrying devastation and fear to 
the hearts of the pigs, dogs and puppies they come 
across ; but if they scamper like the devil, and the Scy- 
thians, like the latter, they and their horses fetch up 
with astonishing address, at the first beef stake and 
porter house in their course. And to us, who love to 
see the glow of patriotism, nothing is more of a treat, 
than to see them gorgeously apparrelled in a style, fit 
for the latitude of Archangel, coursing it delightfully in 
the fervours of a Fourth of July sun, and this too when 
there is not a gentle breeze to fan the fire of flaming 
liberty. 

I am induced to send you this paper, Mr. Gruff, as I 
was reckoned in Boston, whence I lately came, as the 
ugliest man in our town. A red-haired cock-eyed friend 
of mine and myself, have opened a rendezvous, to be 
called ugly quarters, where we will receive applications 
for enlistment. But we give fair notice to applicants, 
that they cannot be admitted, if they have any feature 
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about them, which can be called in the least degree 
tolerable, and to make the matter sure, we have em- 
ployed a recording clerk, as a standard, who is so ef- 
fectually ugly, that his looking glass always puts him 
out of countenance. He has broken up several assem- 
blages of methodists, being taken for the devil—and not 
more than three weeks ago, he frightened two or three 
old women into a handsome fit, so much were they 
afraid of being like him. He writes a scrawl too of such 
inextricable involutions, that it looks more like necro- 
mancy than any thing human, and will be more likely 
in case of a difficulty in our circumstances, or the army 
being hard put to it, than any other enchantment, to 
call the black warrior to our aid—but I speak here only 
of acase which shall be adjudged, after a solemn deci- 
sion of the officers, to be an uglier one than the army, 
and to be truly dignus vindice nodus; for nothing else 
should tempt christian soldiers to make use of such in- 
fernal means, lest the old fellow should come when he 
is not bidden, and put us, as the brother Yankees say, in 
an ugly predicament. 

Sinee L am on the subject, sir, I am told you have a 
charmingly ugly fellow in your club, and that his nose, 
like the stranger’s of Strasburg, blows as musically as a 
trumpet or a bugle-horn. This is the very man we want, 
and I beg you will tell him, in my name, that he shall 
rank first among the musick, and shall moreover have his 
pick, as a bounty, among a regiment of old women, 
which we mean to keep as corps de reserve, in case of 
any discomfiture, to attack the enemy, who are said to 
be very handsome fellows, and when the old women 
charge, the command is to be, as to a flight of yultures, 
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feri faciem, when the tooth and nail attack must cer- 
tainly be too hot for any army less than devils to with- 
stand. | 

1 cannot too much regret the opportunity lost by the 
administration, in the battle with the Indians to the west- 
ward. Aware of the savage mode of warfare, we were 
desirous of completing a regiment, admirably adapted 
for the purpose. Had the battle been procrastinated 
for a month, we could have turned out the finest corps 
of hatchet-faced and long nosed fellows, you can imagine, 
who might have served as pioneers to the army, on its 
march, and gained immortal honour, by hacking and 
snubbing the Prophet and his rascally tribe. But in case 
of a pinch, determined to be ready at all points, we had 
carefully provided some hundred pounds of Leiper’s 
best Scotch, when, if the enemy had any regard to de- 
cency of appearance, they certainly would be routed, as 
our myrmidons, if they could get near enough, would 
certainly wipe their noses in the enemy’s faces. 

I trust, sir, you will see with me the important nature 
of these proposals, and that you will be of opinion, that 
their novelty is no argument against their adoption, but 
that a liberal mind should scorn the dull progress of em- 
piricism, and look abroad for inventions useful to man- 
kind; and that you will not stick to old customs and 
habits, for the reason assigned by the easy Dutchman, 
who instead of dividing the flour in his bag, in order to 
lay it securely on his horse, put the flour in one. end of 
his bag and balanced it with a huge stone, and calmly 
observed to some person that showed him the folly of it, 
that his daddy did so before him. However, sir, you have 
my thoughts, which I hope you will adopt, unless you 
can suggest some better of your own, 








